France 24 goes global

Thomson GV and Technicolor in build-out

By Fergal Ringrose

Bilingual broadcast

Thomson has reached an agree-
ment with FRANCE 24, the
global 24-hour satellite TV news
channel, in a transaction valued
at over €30 million over three
years. FRANCE 24 will broad-

cast news in several languages
on two different channels, to
Europe, Africa, the Middle
East, and the East coast of the
United States.

Equally owned by the TF1
and France Télévisions Groups,
FRANCE 24 will launch its global
coverage with a staff of over 170

tpc adapts to SHED fibre: tv production center Zurich (tpc) has equipped
its HD-1 outside broadcast truck with 10 sets of SHED (SMPTE hybrid
elimination devices) and HDX adapters for its Sony HDC1500 cameras.
The Telecast SHED-HDX units replace the bulky SMPTE hybrid fibre/wire
cables the cameras are designed to accept with lightweight, standard
single-mode fibre, allowing up to 10 times the range of hybrid cable with

only 10% of the weight.

“SMPTE 311 hybrid wire/fibre camera cable is falling out of favour with
many broadcasters because it is bulky, heavy, prone to damage, and
distance limiting. The trend, however, is heading toward using standard
tactical fibre cable that is non-metallic, easier to handle, significantly more
durable, and compatible with existing venue infrastructures,” commented
Joe Commare, Telecast vice president of marketing and international sales.
“By using fibre and SHED camera adapters, tpc has streamlined its OB
operations while maintaining the performance of its Sony HD cameras.”

www.telecast-fiber.com

UN signs monitoring deal

Video watermark

The UN has announced a long-
term arrangement with global
media intelligence  company
Teletrax to monitor output of all its
broadcast video products. UNTV, a
service of the Department of Public
Information, provides live daily
news feeds and edited features to
news agencies and individual broad-
casters across the world.

As part of the multi-year agree-
ment, the United Nations will
utilise Teletrax’s suite of video
watermarking, monitoring and
near realtime reporting services to
monitor broadcast output of all
video products including UNifeed,
its global news distribution service,
as well as its television series, UN in
Action, 21st Century and Year in

www.tvbeurope.com AUGUST 2006

Review. Teletrax’s reporting techno-
logy will provide detailed analysis
on which stories, spots and pro-
grammes are aired by broadcasters
throughout the world.

“Many international organisa-
tions rely on the UN for informa-
tion on a multitude of global issues,
and often we are the only source of
news and information coming from
some countries,” said Susan Farkas,
chief of the Radio and Television
Service of the United Nations.
“The tracking information we
receive through Teletrax’s reporting
tools assists us in assessing which
stories and formats are most used
by broadcasters. It enables us to
adjust our production priorities to
ensure that broadcasters have
access to the most relevant material
to meet their needs.”
www.teletrax.tv

bilingual broadcast journalists in
Paris, as well as correspondents
reporting from bureaux around
the world.

Thomson will design and
build broadcast and technology
infrastructure ahead of the net-
work’s December launch, and
provide a range of operational,

Observe the

By Fergal Ringrose
Irish OB operator Observe has
used its new HDTV unit, with
full digital audio facilities, to
record 10 high definition televi-
sion specials featuring the Irish
Tenors for broadcast on RTE.
HD1 is Observe’s flagship vehicle,
a triple-expander 53ft artic with
full studio facilities for live broad-
casting, including 24 high defini-
tion cameras and a 52-fader
Studer Vista 8 digital live audio
production console.

The huge OBV spent 10 days at
Ardmore Studios in south Dublin,
recording performances
by Finbar Wright,
Anthony Kearns and
Karl Scully, and a long
list of guest artists.

In addition to
the guest soloists,
Observe’s Head of
Sound Colm Flynn
has recording a 30-
piece orchestra, a five-
piece band and a string
quartet. The Studer
Vista 8 digital audio
console has capacity

maintenance, and training sup-
port services. Under the contract,
Thomson’s Grass Valley busi-
ness will design and install a
digital studio and master control
room. Thomson’s Technicolor
Network Services unit, through
its previously-acquired, Paris-
based VCF Thematiques business,
will deliver a range of services for
the operation and maintenance
of the technical infrastructure
and will deploy more than
100 technical staff at FRANCE
24’s site.

www.thomson.net

Irish Tenors

inputs built into the truck, plus
40 more in our flight-cased stage-
box, and I can bring in additional
1/O if | need it,” he said. Observe’s
stagebox, on a fibre optic conn-
ection, was positioned inside
Ardmore’s Studio A, some 100m
away from the Observe OBV.

“Desks like the D950 Mk2
have been in my sights before, but
have been outside the budget.
When specifying the HD1, after
looking at all the leading mar-
ques, we decided to go for the
Vista 8.” HD1 has full 5.1 sur-
round sound capability, although
it is not being used on the Irish
Tenors recordings.
www.studer.ch

for up to 480 inputs. Colm Flynn in HDL: “Vista 8 is the easiest
“We have 80 mic line surface to learn for freelance engineers”

Jordan to air with dB

Systems Integration

One year after the first brick
was laid, independent system
integrator dB Broadcast has
commissioned Jordan’s first
independent television station,
ATV. Located in the heart of the
capital Amman, ATV initially
has one channel, on air 24/7,
broadcasting a mixture of enter-
tainment and news.

According to dB Broadcast,
the main contractor for the proj-
ect, equipment suppliers such as
ENPS, Leitch, Pebble Beach,
MSA Focus, Ross and Pixel
Power are currently on site
carrying out final training, prior
to the station going on-air
before the end of the year. dB

says that its personnel are also
remaining on site until the end
of the year to assist with train-
ing and to fine-tune the systems.
dB Broadcast, together
with sub-contractor Electronic
Media Systems (EMS), was
responsible for the complete
technical installation on this
multimillion pound project.
These responsibilities included
the newsroom, with 70 journal-
ist workstations, the broadcast
infrastructure, studios, control
rooms, playout system, edit
suites, graphics areas and satel-
lite system. The company was
also responsible for the design
and installation of the IT and
telecoms infrastructure within
the building.
www.dbbroadcast.co.uk
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Why the Chief Technical
Officer must become
an agent of change for
the organisation. By
David Fox

Broadcast bit rates
George Jarrett talked to
EBU Technical Director
Phil Laven about high
definition, mobile TV and
the DVB-MHP stand-off

Playout Automation
Centre of the future
A lot of people have
run commercials and
interstitials tapeless,
but the Creative
Village in London goes
a step further. Andy
Stout reports
Outsource in
Technicolor
Thomson’s main
outsourcing division
TNS operates managed
media service centres
in Tokyo, London, Paris
and Atlanta. David Fox
examines the operation
Channel priorities
TV4 Stockholm has been
on air for more than 10
years, using anumber of
automation platforms.
Fredrik Johnsson,
project engineer,
explains its workflow

HD Production
Viper’s Summer Wine
The Filmstream camera
has replaced Sony’s
HDW-750 to shoot
sitcom Last of the
Summer Wine. Adrian
Pennington talked to
the DoP on set

The Business Case
Road to tape-less HD
Is the road ahead
littered with too many
formats? George
Jarrett talked to the
vendors about cards,
discs, codecs, solid-state
and format longevity
Millions of markets
Telestream typically
doesn’t contribute to
standardisation efforts:
it’s there to pick up the
pieces. George Jarrett
examines its pioneering
philosophy

IBC Product
Preview

IBC2006 starts here!
Welcome to our Show
Preview format, which
gives you an early look
at some real innovations
in store for IBC. By
Fergal Ringrose







